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Overview 

The Getting Building Fund (GBF) was launched by the UK govt in June 2020 as an economic stimulus programme 
designed to ‘kick start’ the economy as the country emerged from the extended initial lockdown period in 
response to the Coronavirus pandemic. The overarching objectives were similar to the original Local Growth 
Programme, but with a heightened sense of urgency and a desire to prioritise ‘green growth’ ie:- 

• drive economic growth 
• create new jobs 
• support green recovery. 

 
In the case of Gloucestershire there was a particular emphasis on supporting growth and innovation in the 
digital and cyber sector under the heading of: 

• investment in innovation ecosystem including through improvements to research and development 
facilities driving up business productivity; 

One of the key criteria for awarding GBF grants was that projects had to be ‘shovel ready’, ie. Could be delivered 
and be operational by April 2022. 
 
A total of £11.3m was successfully bid for by Gfirst LEP in 2020 with a further £450k added from the Local 
Growth Fund from an underspend due to the withdrawal of the GCC St Barnabas Roundabout scheme. 
 
The five projects are summarised below. 

Project Name Grant 
Value 

Project Summary Status 

Minster Innovation 
Exchange 
 

£3,114,000  
 

An innovative co-working space in central Cheltenham 
focused on Creative Industries and Cyber. It will provide 
a purpose-built performance, event and community 
venue, and connect to the High Street through 
upgraded historic linkages from the Cheltenham 
Minster grounds. It will also act as a pilot for 
developments at the Cyber Central campus. 

In construction. 
Due to open 

April 2022 with 
public realm 

works later in 
2022 

Cyber Incubation 
Units - Gloscol 

£950,000 c12,000 sqft of new office space, shared and dedicated 
laboratories, workshops and co-working facilities 
designed specifically for high-tech, cyber-based 
entrepreneurs and innovators, with access to 
educational facilities. 

Now fully open 

Gloucestershire 
Applied Digital Skills 
Centre - Cirencester 

£4,480,000  
 

a new landmark building to support the delivery of new 
course provision, including data science/content 
creation/digital marketing and the digital elements of 
the range of T-levels now being offered. The building 

In construction, 
due to complete 

January 2022 
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and course content are modelled on digital industries to 
deliver the skills needed in the Cyber and Digital 
sectors.   

Digital Innovation 
Farm - Hartpury 
 

£1,250,000 
 

5 new modular workspaces for innovation and 
demonstration for high growth SMEs within the agri-
tech sector to explore, test, trial, research and develop 
products, or enhance existing ones. A further 
development of the Hartpury ‘Digital Farm’. 

In construction, 
ground broken 
in Sept. Due to 

complete 
Feb/March 

2022 
Construction Skills 
Accelerator Centre - 
AccXel 
 

£1,961,581  
 

A brand new multipurpose conference and training 
facility to be based at Cinderford in the heart of the 
Forest of Dean. Thoughtfully designed to link the 
construction industry with education by providing a 
learning environment that is digitally advanced, safe, 
interactive and relevant.  

Construction 
almost 

complete. Due 
to open Jan 

2022. 

 

The GBF grant was made with the expectation that the investment would deliver the following outputs over 5 
years of post-construction delivery (in addition to LGF funded schemes): 

Item Total 
Direct Jobs  959 
Commercial Floorspace Created 2905 m2 

Education/Skills Floorspace Created 2552 m2 

New Learners Supported  1979 
Businesses Supported 960 

 

 
Summary 

The GBF programme is on track to deliver all five projects by April 2022 and for them to start making a 
significant contribution to the Gloucestershire economy through the rest of 2021 and into the coming 
years. 

These investments will complement those already made under the Local Growth Programme to further 
enhance Gloucestershire’s position as a primary hub for Cyber and digital technology and one of the 
UK’s best locations for agri-tech.  

The AccXel centre will be a national centre of excellence for construction industry training and also a 
major contributor to inclusive growth for Gloucestershire and the national ‘levelling up’ agenda. It is 
another major enhancement to the education and training facilities available in the Forest of Dean and 
will provide a significant boost to employment prospects for the area. 

 

Some images of the projects are shown below. 
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Appendix I  

Minster Exchange front elevation (CGI) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

The Minster grounds masterplan  
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AxxCel Construction Skills Centre Sept 2021     Early construction 

 
Skills Centre Cirencester 
Build progress as of 30-9-21      CGI of finished building 
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Gloucestershire College Cyber Incubator units 
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Hartpury Incubation units 

 

 

 

 

Hartpury Digital Farm
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Project review - Gloucestershire Renewable Energy, Engineering & Nuclear Skills Centre (GREEN) 
at Berkeley Green  

The GREEN project at Berkeley was one of the first projects funded through the Local Growth 
Programme.  

The project was promoted by Stroud and South Gloucestershire College (SGS) and received a grant 
of £5m of LGF funds via GFirst LEP. That £5m was matched with a further £5.3 from SGS 
Commercial Services (the SPV set up by SGS to purchase and manage the site as a whole) and SGS 
College directly. 

The funding enabled SGS college to acquire the site from the Nuclear Decommissioning Authority 
and to re-develop the engineering hall into the GREEN skills centre. 

The LGF funding was also a catalyst for the investment in the SGS Berkeley Green University 
Technical College (UTC) on site. The UTC provides specialist high quality vocational and academic 
education for learners aged 14-19 with a strong interest in Engineering, Digital Technologies and 
Cyber Security. SGS Berkeley Green UTC is one of about fifty University Technical Colleges 
nationally. 

This in turn has led to a further c£25m of ‘follow-on’ investment in the site to date with companies 
such as the Active Building Centre (ABC), Green Fuels, Cavendish Nuclear, Allard Cars, the 
Bloodhound Project and Witt Energy moving onto site as well as the UoG and Gloucestershire 
Constabulary.  

Additionally, there are significant further investments in the pipeline from Ecotricity and the Active 
Building Centre. 

The original premise for the investment was heavily influenced by the expected demand for 
engineering skills to support the Hinkley C construction programme and the planned Horizon 
Nuclear station at Oldbury. It was also in response to the demand for broader engineering sector 
skills to respond to the demographic challenge of an ageing workforce.  In practice the actual 
demand from Hinkley and the cancellation of the Horizon Energy programme has meant that the 
expected spike in demand for nuclear industry skills has not occurred to anything like the level 
anticipated.  

However the increasing focus on Low/Zero Carbon, the UK goal to achieve net zero by 2050 and 
the expanding range of renewable technologies coming to market has enabled the site to ‘pivot’ 
quickly to the extent it is now established by the ABC as a national centre of excellence for 
sustainable energy/active building technology research. It is also heavily involved in the joint 
Severn Edge STEP Fusion programme bid. 

The site has now been branded as the Gloucestershire Science and Technology Park (GSTP) 
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Site plan 

 

Location – adjacent to Berkeley 
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Output metrics to date 

Jobs on site -   234 

Direct Leverage -  £5.3m 

Follow on Leverage -  £24.3m 

Qualifications achieved-  1147 

Education/Skills Space created 9401 m2  

Employment land brought into use  13.7 Ha 

Additional apprenticeships   587 

The Bloodhound vehicle on site 
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Current Site Occupancy 

 

Future Challenges 

The GREEN centre and GSTP are by no means a finished project as yet. The site is still developing 
and will continue to evolve to meet the demands of industry. It is now however established as a 
strong regional centre for alternative energy with the ABC now on site. 

The Severn Edge STEP Fusion programme presents a huge opportunity if the bid is successful and 
the continuing and growing demand for research and education into sustainable energy also 
promises to ensure that the site and the GREEN centre will play an important role in 
Gloucestershire’s future economy. 

There are still challenges ahead for the site. Further capital investment is required in order to re-
purpose some of the existing buildings from their previous use supporting the Magnox programme 
and broadband and mobile connectivity are still less than ideal. 

However it is clear that the LGF investment in the site and the joint leadership of SGS College and 
SGS CSL have created a significant economic asset for Gloucestershire that with the right on-going 
support and stewardship will play a major role in the future economic prosperity of the county and 
wider region. 

 
N.Hopwood 
Projects and Infrastructure Manager, 11/10/21 


